NATIONAL JOURNAL. 
n Hide bad ff; | | D30ti | f 
N turning over lately Saluſt's Treatiſe of the Catiling, 
© - Confpiracy at Rome, and reading his pathetick Deſcrip- 
non of the extreme Degeneracy of his Countrymen at 
the Time he lived, for the Cauſe of which he aſligny 
the” Luxury, -Effeminacy, Avarice, Corruption, and the 
numberleſs other Vices which aroſe in thoſe Times of generak 
Peace, and which had been gradually increaſing till they ar- 
rived to that inconceivable Height amongſt his Cotempora- 
ries'; I fay, in reading this Relation of the Hiſtery of Rome, 
J could not help caſting» my Thoughts on that of my own 
Country, which, 'I-think, in its whole Courſe hitherto, bears 
no very diſtant Analogy to the former: For tho? ſhe might 
not have quite ſo mean a Riſe as the City abovementioned, 
ſhe di 10 little A ce of Order and Regulation 
the Situation we firſt find her, that ſhe then hardly deſer+ 
ved the Name of a Community: And, if ſhe did not after- 
warde grow up to that Pitch of Greatneſs as tp gain her 
People the Name of Conquerors of the Globe, it was not 
beeauſe our 'Henrys and Edwards, our Houards, Montag uer, 
and Pierqu leſe meritad that Appellation than the Ronan 
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Butus's, Scipio's, or Ceſars, but becauſe the like Concatena- 
tion of Circumſtances, throughout the whole then known 
World, hath not in the Courſe of our Hiſtory, nor ever can 
again, conſpire to give an Nation an Opportunity of acquir- 


ing that Title, how much ſoever our Neighbours the French 


aſpire at it. 


g 
| Thus having endeavoured to ſhew ſome Kind of Similitude 


between the two firſt Stages of the Roman Hiſtory (its Riſe 
and Miridiart) and the four or five firſt Centuries of our own 
Country's, wherein, I think, we loſe nothing by the Com- 

ariſon; I come now to make the Application to the laſt 

criod Saluſt mentions of that Hiſtory, viz. the Time when 
he himſelf had a Share in it, which may be juſthy termed the 
Declenſion of that State; and I am afraid that Period bears 
too juſt an Analogy to the preſent Circumſtances of this once 
flouriſhing Nation. As I have been imagining that I live in 
the ſame Period of the Engliſh Hiſtory, as Saluſt did in that 
of the Roman, I cannot help being moved with his ſerious and 
pathetick Relation of that Deluge of Vice and Venali 
which overflowed the Romiſb State about his Time, and w 
nigh extinguiſhed every Spark of Patriotiſm, and which not 
Jong after completed the intire Subverſion of Liberty and 
the Republick, and, in the End, reduced that People, after 
having done Penance under the various Cruelties of different 
Tyrants, to their pn worſt of Slaveries, in which their 
Chains are rivetted by Bigotry and Superſtition. 

The like Cauſes will always produce the like Eſſects. 
Luxury and Effeminacy have ever been the Daughters of 
Extravagance and Profuſion, thoſe in their Nature make 
Way for Corruption, which will of Courſe create Depen- 


dency, and muſt, if not timely extirpated, determine in down- 


right Slavery, and the overturning of the Conſtitution ; but 
God grant theſe Vices may be thoroughly rooted out of this 
Nation, ere they produce the terrible Effects they did in the 
Example ſet before us. v1 EH i 
The Reaſon why the Roman Hiſtorian I have mentioned, 
introduces that Detail of the Vices of the Age, in which he 
wrote, into his Hiſtory of Cataline's Conſpiracy, is to aſſign 
them, as he does, as the chief Circumſtance that gave Oc» 
caſion to that treaſonable Combination. againſt the State 
The diſſolute and abandoned Set of Men who entred into that 


Conſpiracy, being ripe for any Villainy, were en 
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from the Vices of the Times, to undertake the Subverſion of 
the Commonwealth, or, at leaſt, to get the Government of 
it into their own Hands ; flattering themſelves that thoſe Ci- 
tizens who were not wicked enough to enagage with them, 
would, at leaſt, not have Virtue enough left to oppoſe them, 
and ſtand up in Defeuce of their Country's, Liberty, To 


bring this home to the preſent Times—Might not the like 


general Diſregard and Indifference, among all Kinds of Men 
here, to the Good of the Community (ariſing from our be- 
ing intirely given up to the fame Vices which corrupted 
the Romans) have given the chief Fomenters of the late In- 
ſurrection in Scotland, Hopes of ſucceeding at this Period 
Might they not have taken Occaſion from our Remiſneſs 


and Inatterition to the Benefit of the Nation, ariſing frem our 
being ſolely dedicated to the Purſuit of Pleaſure; might they 
not, I ſay, from hence have been encouraged to enter upon 
that raſh Enterprize ? If this cannot be denied, we muſt, in 


a great Meaſure, have blamed ourſelves if they had ſuccced- 


ed; but, ſince the Event bas luckily turned out otherways, 


we ſhould reſolve to remove every Circumſtance that may af- 
ford them the like Encouragement for the future. 

Tho' I have in ſome Points compared the late Inſurrection 
in Scotland to the Conſpiracy of Catiline, I would not be 
thought to hint that there were altogether the ſame Kind 
of Men engaged in both. The latter's diſſolute Army was 
the Rendezvous of the moſt abandoned Wretches, ſuch as 
had ſquandered their Fortunes in Taverns, Gaming-Houles, 
and Stews; whereas ſeveral of the moſt ancient Nobility and 
Gentry in Neorth-Britain (I am ſorry to ſay it) headed that 
of the former; tho” they are ſuch of them, who, either thro' 
Weakneſs, Ignorance, or the Prejudice of Education, have 
been induced to abandon their Patrimony, and endanger their 
Lives in Support of long exploded unhappy Principles. No 
Man holds the late raih Attempt of theſe People againſt us 
in greater Deteſtation than I do ; yet I can't but pity, whilſt I 
oppole, Men who imagine they are acting for their Country's 


Benefit, as much as any of their Oppoſers ; but how far they are 


miſtaken in the Means, every one who is acquainted with the 
preſent Conſtitution of this Country will be able io judge. 


As I have mentioned Catiline's Conſpiracy fo frequently in 
the Courſe of my Letter, I ſhall conclude it with his Harrangue 


to his few deſperate Troops, when they were ſhut up in a nar- 
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row Streight by the numerous Ronan Legions, and eonſtrain- 
ed to the dangerous Alternative, either to fight at a Diſad- 
vantage, or throw up their Arms, imagining that the young 
Scotch Leader addreſſed himſelf in much the ſame Manner to 
his unhappy F ollowers juſt before the late Battle of Culladen, 
who were then reduced to the ſame Dilemma as the Kumiſb 
Conſpirator s. „ e d: dated zt nt 
have experienced, my Fellow- Soldiers, that Words will 
« not give Men Courage, neither do the Idle ever beeome ac- 
tive, nor Cowards brave, by the Speeches of their Comman · 
der; but ſo much Valour as e ery Man has received from 
Nature, or has acquired by Inſtruction, juſt ſo much does 
« he diſplay in the Day of Battle. It is in vain to perſuade 
them whom neither Glory nor Dangers can excite. The 
« Coward's Ears are deaſned by the Pufillanimity of his Heart. 
«- But I have called you together that I might give yo little 
« Advice at this Time, and at the ſame Time tell you my Rea 
« ſons for doing it ——You know, my-Fellow-Soldiers,what 
« Calamities the Slothſulneſs and Negligence of Lentulus have 
brought both upon Himſelf and%us,” and how, whilſt I wait- 
ed for Supplies from the City, I was prevented from going 
forward into Can. Two of our Enemy's Armies, one from 
« Rome, the other from Gaul, are now at Hand to oppoſe our 
«* Progreſs : The Want of Bread and other Neceſfaties pre- 
« vents our longer Stay in this Place, if we were never fo de- 
* firous to keep our Ground, and Which ever Way we would 
go we muſt open a Paſſage with our Swords — Wherefore 
I exhort you to keep up your Spirits firm and reſolute, and, 
*« when you enter the Battle, remember that your Property, 
Honour, Glory, nay, more, your Liberty and your Coun- 
* try, depend on your Behaviour at that Time; if we over- 
„come, our All will be fate; we ſhall want neither for Provi- 
* ftons, Settlements, or any other our Rights and Privileges ; 
but if we yield thro? Fear, the Tables will be turned upon 
* us— No Friend, no Place of Reception will he find who 
* thall not have purchaſed them by his Arms—Beſides, my 
Soldiers, the ſame Neceſſity that urges us on, does not at- 
tend our Enemies; we contend for Life, Liberty, and our 
Country; it is more than enough for them to engage in 
„Support of the Power of a Party : Wherefore, let us at- 
tack with the greater Vigour, having likeways our former 
Atchievements in View. We have been allowed to live, 
: ” i 


(„ ), 
« jt is true, but It has been diſgracefully in Baniihment ; ome 
„of you too have been able to TE other Properties upon 
our Return to Rome, in the Place of thoſe you had loſt ; 
" « {or becauſe theſe Thi appear bale, and are not to be 
born by ſuch as deſerve the Name of Men, you therefore 
« determined on the-preſent Enter prize. 11 you are now rea- 
dy to relinquiſh-it, you have need: of Courage, for none — 
« Conquerars ever have it in their Power to exchange 
4 for Peace, and it is really Madneſs to hope 77 85 Ney u in 
« Flight, when thoſe Arms which ſhould gekent you againſt, 
are turned from, your Enemies. In a Battle, thoſe are on 
« ways in moſt Danger who are moſt afraid-——-Courage 
* eſteemed a Wall of Defence But when I — — 5 
« weigh your former good Actions, oh] my Soldiers, I have 
great Hopes of you; your Courage, your, Youth and Vir- 
tue, join in perſuading me to rely on you; but more eſpe- 
«* cially your preſent Neceſſity, which makes even Cowards 
brave. The Enemy cannot ſurround you with their Num- 
« bers, the narrow Paſſes will not admit of it. But if For- 
tune hath envied your Virtues, and we are doomed to be 
*. overcome, take Care that ye fall not unrevenged; ; neither, 
* ſuffer yourfelves to be — and butchered like Sheep, but 
fight as becomes Men, and leave a bloody and lameutable, 
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LEST is the Man (and worthy ſo to be, 
Thro' the wide Round of vaſt Eternity) 
Who, nobly bent fierce Paſſion to controul, 
To Heay'n-born Mercy yields up all his Soul ; 
Protects th' Innocent, ſuccours the Diſtreſt, 
Weeps for thoſe IIls which cannot be redreſt ; 
Forgives as be would wiſh to be forgiven, 
And bleſliog Earth, ſecures his Bliſs in Heaven. 1 15 
one 
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* 
Node can him hate, who is not Virtue's Foe; 
And who cannot admire, as ſoon as know? 


But the unferling Wretch, whoſe flinty Heart 

- - 'Exults with Joy to act the Hangman's Part, 
In Defolation'finds ſupreme Delight, | 
With Fire, and Sword, and Slaughter, charms his Sight; 
-- - Who ſtabs the proſtrate and detenceleſs Foe, © | 
And gluts his Soul with ev'ry Kind of Woe : 

| by all (of all bad Men the worſt) 

To late Poſterity ſhall be accurſt. , 

Nor that alone ſhall be his Puniſhment ; 
His Fiend- like Soul to endleſs Torments ſent, 
On Bed of ever · durning Sulphur laid, ö 

s 29 Ain Seas of Blood himſelf has made, 

+ "Shall find, too late, Heay'n threatens not in vain, 
2 Toer mere leſs Men, no Mary ſhall obtain. 


ft has been the conſtant Cuſtom of al Panegyriſts of any 
Judgment,” who bad a Mind to celebrate a favourite Hero, to 
raiſe the Chardftcr of his Enemies to a high Pitch, in order 
to give the World a great Idea of his Con duct and Courage. 
Homer is at infinite Pains to raiſe the Character of Hector, be- 
fore he brings him to be killed by Achilles : Virgil does the 
ſame with reſpect to Turnus: Milton with veſpect to the De- 
vil; and Waller, in his beautiful Poem upon Cromwel, exalts 
the Seottiſb Nation, in order to add to the Glory of þis Hero's 
Conqueſt. But the preſent flattering Fools of this Nation 
have taken a quite different Method. It is not our Buſineſs 
to write Panegyricks ; but, in Honour to the Dule and the 
Troops under his Command, it is to be hoped we may now tell 
the Truth of bis Enemies. 

By all Accounts of the Battle of Culloden, from thoſe of 
both Sides who ſeem to be impattial, it is allowed that the 

young Pretender behaved with great Courage and Sedateneſs: 
That, juſt before the Battle began, he rode along the Line, 
and thro' the Ranks of his Army, encouraging the Men both 
by his Voice and Action: That, in the Engagement, he had 
his Horſe ſhot under him, and his Groom killed wh'le he was 
mounting another : . That ſeveral of the People about him 
were killed: That he endeavoured to rally his broken Troops ; 
und when he found that impoſſible, he put himſelf at the Head 


of the 1ri/þ Troops and ſome of the Clans, and retired in ſuch 
Order, 


2 
Order, that the three Squadrons Sa Horſe, ſent to purſue 


them, could make no Impreſſion. 

Then, with regard to the Troops he had under his Com- 
mand, if we conſider the Circumſtances they were in, we can- 
not reckon them ſuch Banditti, or ſuch Poltroons, as they have 
been repreſented by the nonſenſical Correſpondents of our more 
nonſenſical News-Writers : They had been for ſeveral Weeks 
without any Pay, and without any Proviſions but a ſcrimp Al- 
lowance of Oatmeal ; which was the Reaſon of their being ſo 
few in Number, not being much above 5000, and many of 
theſe not compleatly armed : They had, the Night before the Ac- 
tion, marched 12 Miles, with an Intent to ſurprize the Duke ; 
and, when they found or thought themſelves diſappointed in 
that, they had marched as far back again ; and, being cloſely 
followed by the Duke's Army, were obliged to engage in Bat- 
tle before they had either Slcep or Refreſhment, which was e- 
nough to diſpirit any Troops in the World: Yet, notwith- 
ſtanding all this, their Front-Line, 22 their Right, at- 
tacked with a Fury next to Madneſs ; but being flanked in their 
Advance to the Attack, by a conccaled Battery of ſix Pieces of 
Cannon upon the Duke's Left, and received with great Firm- 
neſs and Intrepidity by our Troops, who kept up their Fire 
till the Enemy came up to the very Muzzles of their Muſquets, 
and, being oppoſed by freſb Batallions from the Rear, after 
they had broke thro* ſome of thoſe that were in the Front- 
Line, they were thrown into Confuſion, and at laſt intirely 
defeated, with a Slaughter among their Low-Country Foot, and 
the Lookers-on, which we cannot at preſent give a true Ac- 
count of; for, as to the Highlanders, moſt of them retreated 
NY Order as to prevent their ſuffering much in the Pur- 
uit. 

Theſe are the moſt impartial Accounts of that i 
Battle, and the moſt likely to be true, that we have been hitherto 
able to collect; and theſe, ſurely, will redound much more 
to the Duke's Honour, and to the Homur of the Troops under 
his Command, than any of thoſe falſe and ridiculous Accounts 
of the Rebels and their Leader, that have been publiſhed by 
eur Brethren of the Quill. Ws 
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